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Greetingsin the precious Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! Thilisi Sept. 2008.

The northern winds are blowing and mountain thundering with a cold storm that is just up ahead.
Many of the pastors of villages in and around Gori said they need rain. It is hot and dry and death
has swallowed up every living thing. It parallels exactly what life islike without Jesus: death
swallows everything up. War, violence, hatred, jealousy, and selfishness makes alife irritable,
empty and dry.

Right now it isthe end of the summer. Sophiaand | have remained here in the Republic of
Georgia throughout the war. We wanted to tell you al how grateful we are for your prayers
and that we are doing better than excellent over here. Many stories we could tell you but we
want to fill you in on some facts we have seen and heard ourselves. The picture shows a

defense tool in Gori. just above the mirror, which we
took quickly. Most arms are hidden and hard to see from the road.

We were in PONA (East Georgia)when the war started. The VBS camp was halfway done and
4 Chl Idren had already commltted themsel vesto the Lord Jesus.

\We stayed afew days more, while we
heard airplanes bombing around us on a great distance. However the windows were shaking in
their frames like an earthquake from 2 till 4 AM usually and so we woke up and prayed. As
soon as | started to stand in faith ( Ef 6) the peace of the Lord came down on us and we could
keep standing in faith in stead of panic. Some younger believers were incapable of planning
and encouraging. They looked “deflated”, numb and paralyzed, thinking “we have war now”.
After the heat of war was off Thilisi, we drove home. Our car had a broken break-vacuum
pump, aloud knock in the motor and an electrical problem so it was The Lord Jesus who got us
home safe. Many of the villages that you may have heard about in the news, have small
believing congregations. The response of help in Georgiawas very efficient. Gori refugees
were brought over to schoolsin Thilisi, got registered and cared for (food and medical costs
werefree)) Our neighborhood did their best to care and visit and bring items to borrow or to
keep. Soon food-aid started too, but it was not that efficient as some schools were better


http://www.fastpdf.com

supplied than some of their neighbor schools. In the afternoons, | visited some of these
refugees which lived with 10-19 people in a classroom. Half of them (mostly children) had
something to sleep on and all type of clothes were on a pile available so one could at |east
wash his own items. The sun was hot and temperatures were high even with the windows open
at night. A blessing in disguise since there are no blankets. | offered care for families with
many children or aggressive children. Here started my second week of VBS. The kids loved it
and read anything which was given, colored pictures and learned the songs. My little group
was growing and ready to pray but then the kids were relocated. So | missed my “golden
moment” in their lives, for them to pray with and for them. | continued in faith that God would
have another messenger to harvest what they did not sow. With this outreach, | met a widow
who stayed behind, because her house had been badly damaged. Actually, it wasflat to the
ground and banditry and looting made it too fearful to go back. Here the sowing and reaping
went hand in hand and she received forgiveness and certainty of eternal life. What ajoy and
peace came into her heart! She had hope inside now although all seemed lost.... | kept
ministering to her and guiding her how to received Godly direction for future decisions she
needed to take. Praiseto Jesus! Thefirst week in the mornings we have been meeting 6
village leaders and given them supplies of mostly food. Tomorrow will be the last one for now,
to Gori again, Gori’'s pastor is Misha, ( see picture)

He told he was trying to get bread for
his 6 kids as three bombs in sequence were dropping down on a 300 feet distance of his car
closeto abridge. At each hit his car swayed over vastly and he concluded:” I’ I go back, thisis
not the time to buy bread”. He said: “It was strange: in my heart | had peace but outside
everyonewas in apanic trying to get out of town”. . He did eventually also leave with his
family and everyone stayed safe. Both his neighbor houses were hit and damaged, but not his.
None of the 75 believers- houses were hit except a blasted roof of a higher house fell and
damaged aroof of asister’s house. (Repairs had already started three days after the occupation
was lifted.

One morning, we went over to Tskhinvale area and heard that pastor Tenguiz had had a
Russian “guard” just 300 feet outside his house, and stayed mostly inside the property with his
wife, two daughters and son. All of them had a strong sense of protection from God on them
while he read daily psalm 91 to the family and the neighbors who sneaked in panic. Heis
assistant pastor from Chiteli Ubani. We were the first outsiders to bring good news from other
villages over to him. Besides he kept updated by mobile phone ( thank God for such things)
and TV asto the progress of the Peace process. He was so glad to see us and helped us out so
joyfully to bring aid over the “border” to S- Ossetia with atractor. Tenquiz knows Ossetian
and is aspark of light for those who know him. We could never have gone there to visit the
believersin the occupied side. He told he heard from both sides airplanes and shooting of



bombs over his house going on for days in a stretch. Still also he was kept safe, not a window
was broken. His son from the Gori university had 3 friends over, and Grand ma from
Tschinvale was staying over also. A house full people, listening and learning faith in action.
We were so glad with him: he stood in faith and encouraged 18 more families who stayed also
inthe village: Tested and tried by fire... Praiseto Jesus. We distributed Soya meat, flour,
macaroni, sugar, oil, detergent and soap and some other handy items. A big water melon from
East Georgia we added, to show that the roads were open. No one had one in the shops on that
moment. | wrote down the villages that were not, half or wholly damaged to inform the
refugeesin Thilisi again in the afternoons.

What ablessing it was for Sophiaand | to be present in the country during the war. I( Steve)
always had said that we would stay in Georgiaunless awar or so would brake out here. | was
wrong. Sophiaand | were blessed to be with and visit believersin villages during and after the
major fighting and help these people in the time of need. For us there is not a better place to be:
serving the Lord Jesus. Where on earth can you find stability these days anyway? Everything
in life that we need to rely on is becoming unreliable. All solid things are liquefying: jobs,
relationships, economy and name it. All visible stability in life is breaking down and facing
destruction. You can seeit all around you. Y ou do not have to take my word for it. | honestly
do not know how people are going to manage the days to come. All is being tested while Jesus
isasolid rock, proven to many, but few people who turn to Him for their joy and love and
hope and peace that He and only He can give. WE would not want to trade places with any
person. Each will find out if hislifeis build on the ROCK or on sand. We want to thank each
of you who have kept attention to the situation around us and prayer us through it and helped
us so we could help others. Sophiaand | are so grateful. The Lord is good always!!!

Last Monday, on the NATO emergency meeting date Sept 1. 2008, Georgia had an
afternoon set apart for prayer and making alife chain throughout major citiesin Georgia. It
was well participated, though more people thought it a declaration/protesting rally than a

prayer rally. | was one of the few with a Jesus banner , Since Ex.17 says
“The Lord is my banner” the hands on the throne of the Lord. The EU and Nato and USA are
all engaged in the position of Russian and Georgia. Still | told people: Do not lean on others
for help. Look up and Pray for Help from God. Only there Georgia could find direction how to
treat each other and build a non-(hatred towards) soviet country again. Y ou al need the Lord
Jesus more now than ever. People are very open now. Isit because we are Americans? | think
because we carry love and compassion for the lost in our hearts.

The schools hope to begin half of Sept. in Thilisi. Till then we reach out to the refugeesin
hospitalsin Thilisi, who suffered from bombs too, in Marneuli, but may not see much Aid
going their way... Richard and Maria have arrived. What a comfort they are and what a
courage they have. And there is so much to do... Together we have been visiting some the
vacant schools and hospitals where many of the refugees of Gori area are staying. Children
And mother’ s meetings resulted in many prayer for repentance, visiting the bed ridden to
encouragement usually also start with repentance ( total about 53) many received prayer for
physical needs, fears and nervousness. The children’s faces make it so much worthwhile, they
trail behind us in expectancy to receive more children’s literature. Thank God we have enough



of these. We pray for specific open doors to reach the hearts of people. The refugees say: “Y ou
come to help us morally, thank you so much.” Please come back again” .

Please thank the Lord:

for al born again believers being spared both in Ossetia as in the churchesin Georgia.
For safe transportation and health to go out. ( both of us are 51 now...)

For funds to do a food distribution among many believersin occupied Georgia.

For agood VBS camp in PONA which resulted in 4 born again children and their
teacher Nana

For openness under the refugees which allow us to do group and individual meetings.

Pray for the:

Hurting husbands and wives who could not protect the family and had to flee.
Refugees who lost “all” and know not where how to build up their lives now. Tamriko
(35 yrs) lays 15 years in bed with Rheumatic arthritis symptoms but without blood
factor to be found. Pray for wisdom how to minister to this lingering disease.

Some Georgians hate all Russians so much that they do not want to hear a Russian
sentence from anyone. Pray for comfort and forgiveness to be granted to them.

Our strength to continue to reach out and comfort needs prayer too
Georgia:. They proclaim to be“ Christian Country” ... But Ezech. 25:24-27 and Hosea
7-9 (chapters) show how God thinks of so called "believing” but sinful countries. It is
fearfull.! Without repentance another time of slavery may follow...

Pray for Pastors Misha and Tenquiz who are on the border and have members from
Georgian and Ossetian ethnicity among many refugees, pray for them to reach out. Not
only to reach “in”. That many Georgians will receive a secure future in the Lord Jesus
Christ before building up their lives again. Georgia does not have to build it up aone
on an unsure ( religious) foundation.

For connections:

Evangelical Mission Society of America, 266 Jackson Ave, Syosset, NY . 11791 USA

Steve/Sophia’ s Email shmalz@caucasus.net Mail address. Schmalz POB 12, 0102 Thilisi
Republic of Georgia. CIS




